
Tech Time at HTPL
Intro to Library

 Databases



What Databases Do We
Offer?

As of April 2025, HTPL offers the following eResources and
databases:

Entertainment: Comics Plus, CreativeBug, Freegal Music,
Hoopla, Kanopy, Libby, Scholastic BookFlix
News: Newsbank, The Detroit News, Macomb Daily, USA
Today
Databases: Ancestry, Consumer Reports, MeL, Tutor.com,
Transparent Language

This presentation will give you a summary of each
eResource and database, what you can find on them, and
the basics of how to navigate them!



Important Reminder
In order to access these resources and databases, you must
be a resident of Harrison Township and have a library card in
good standing (not expired, personal information is up-to-
date).

Library databases are usually subscription-based. Therefore,
only residents of that service area can access them - with the
exception of in-house databases like Ancestry (can be used
from library computers only).

If you live in a different service area, please check with your
local library to see what databases they have to offer.



Navigating Our Website



Navigating Our Website

Many resources have tutorials available on our
website in case you need further instruction!



Navigating Our Website

To access most of the library databases, you will
first need to be signed in to your library account.

On our website, at the top of the home page, you will
see the “Log In To Your Account” button.



Navigating Our Website

After clicking “Log In
To Your Account,”
you will be taken to
our catalog screen,

seen here.

You will complete
sign-in on this

screen. You will need
your library card

number and PIN. Your
PIN is usually the
phone number you
registered your

library card under.

Once you sign in, you
can access the

electronic resources
directly from the
column on the right
hand side. Or you can

go back to
htlibrary.org’s home
page and navigate to
the databases tab

from there.



Regular Databases
Ancestry.com

Ancestry is an online genealogy resource.
You can also access specific census reports,
birth/marriage/death certificates, military records, and
immigration records. 
We have the library subscription, which means you can
only access it from inside the library on one of our
computers using your library card.
Most of Ancestry is simply filling in forms and hitting
search to browse a list of results that may or may not be
relevant to what you’re aiming to find.



This is what Ancestry’s home page looks like.



These are the tab options on Ancestry.

Clicking “search” will give you a drop down of options.



This is what Ancestry’s general search page looks like.



This is an example of a result from searching.

You can click on the original
photo of the document if there is

one available.

Detail tab will show information in a
list. Source tab will provide links to

where the info came from, 
if available.

If you click send document, you can
email the information directly to

yourself.

Suggested records may appear at the
bottom if you wish to deepen your

search.



Regular Databases
Consumer Reports

Consumer Reports is “an independent, non-profit
organization that provides unbiased product testing,
ratings, and reviews, along with consumer advocacy, to
help consumers make informed decisions about products
and services.”
Many people turn to Consumer Reports for reliable reviews
and ratings for cars, home appliances, and electronics. 
They also publish a magazine.
You will need to be signed in to your library account
through htlibrary.org to access Consumer Reports.



This is what Consumer Reports’ home page looks like.

If you scroll down, you can click on
different categories under “Find

Ratings & Reviews.” If you know what
you’re looking for, use the search bar

at the top of the page.



This is what a completed search might look like.

These are results for the search “Toyota
Camry.” You can click on a result to go to

that page, or you can select “View All
Product Ratings” to view more potential

results.

Under “Expert Advice,” you might find
additional articles or videos that relate to

your search. This is especially helpful if
you’d like to see the product in action.



This is what it looks like if you click on a search result (in this case, for a car).

You can scroll through the main overview
page, or you can use the tabs to explore

info like Reliability, Owner Satisfaction, etc.

For cars, you can choose many options like
“View Road Test Report” and more.



This is what it may look like if you’re exploring Consumer Reports.

This page is what you’d see if you clicked
“appliances,” then “dishwashers.”

If you don’t search for a specific product,
you can browse that type of product and
view trending products, highest rated

products, videos, and so on.





Regular Databases
Tutor.com

Tutor.com “partners with colleges and universities, K–12
schools and districts, libraries, employee benefits
programs, and the U.S. military to provide learners with
no-cost, personalized online tutoring in English and
Spanish.” They help learners of all ages—from
kindergarten through college, graduate school, continuing
education, and career.
You will need to be signed in to your library account via
htlibrary.org first before accessing Tutor.com.



This is what Tutor.com’s home page looks like.

You can select from options at the top of
the home page, but the most common

selection is “Connect With a Tutor Now.”



Creating a Tutor.com account (optional)
If you feel like you will use Tutor.com on a

regular basis, you might benefit from
creating an account. This is optional.



This is how you connect with a tutor.

To connect with a tutor, select the button
at the top of tutor.com, then fill out the
form. When you hit submit, Tutor.com will
take a few moments to find someone that

best matches your needs.
Before using, you can select “get a
tour of Tutor.com” to learn more.



Regular Databases
Transparent Language Online

Transparent Language is an interactive language-
learning platform with over 110 languages available to
learn. It focuses on building listening, speaking, reading,
and writing skills, and also includes ESL courses for
speakers of many languages.
You can use Transparent Language on desktop, or you
can download their mobile app.
You will need your library card number.



After clicking the link from the HTPL website,
Transparent Language will ask you to Sign Up.



The next screen will prompt you to choose a language
you would like to learn.



This is what Transparent Language’s home page looks like.



Language Lessons

Clicking on the
Menu option will
bring up different
learning activities

to pick from.



Learning activities are available by clicking on the Menu option



KidSpeak - Language learning games for kids



Regular Databases
MeL

MeL is the Michigan Electronic Library. It is a statewide
service of the Library of Michigan. 
Via MeL, you can order interlibrary loans, but you can
also access hundreds of databases using your library
card, all for free.
We will be doing a full deep dive into MeL at our June
Tech Time presentation. For the sake of this
presentation, we will show you where to access MeL
databases.



Click “eResources” at the top of the mel.org home page.



This is mel.org’s eResources page.

You can browse databases in various ways
on this page. You can search by letter, or
you can view the given categories and

select “see more.”



MeL Information
MeL has over 50 databases to explore, so unfortunately, we cannot show you all of

them in this presentation!
These databases are usually set up in a basic layout, prompting you to search for key

words, then giving you a list of results (articles, pictures, etc. depending on the
database you are using).

Some popular databases are listed below:
AtoZ Databases: Info on businesses, homeowners, healthcare, and jobs
Auto Repair Source: Repair info, service alerts, and recalls for cars
Consumer Health: Supports the health and wellness information needs of patients
Hobbies & Craft Source: Texts about the arts, games, outdoors, etc.
LearningExpress Library: Resume building, practice tests, tutorials, etc.
Legal Source: Legal info for attorneys, paralegals, educators, etc.
Michigan History Magazine
MyHeritage: Family history, genealogy, census records, etc.
NoveList Plus: Book recs, discussion guides, read-a-likes, series information
Small Business Source: Provides resources for starting and operating a business



This is mel.org’s eJournals page.
Selecting “eJournals” instead of ‘eResources’ at the top of mel.org will
take you to this page, where you can browse journals and articles by

topic or by running a search with keywords.



Entertainment
Comics Plus, CreativeBug, Freegal Music, Hoopla,

Kanopy, Libby, Scholastic BookFlix



Entertainment
Comics Plus

Comics Plus is a digital platform offering thousands of
digital comics, graphic novels and manga to readers of
all ages. 
You can access titles using a smartphone, tablet, or web
browser, and titles can be downloaded to multiple
devices. You will need to download the app if you use
your phone or tablet.
There is never a wait to read, and you can download
titles for offline use.
Similar to Libby but with comics/manga.



Comics Plus has different options.
When under our catalog page, you can choose from “Comics Plus for Everyone,”

“Comics Plus Teen Collection,” or “Comics Plus Adult Collection (18+).”



Let’s explore the Comics Plus Adult Collection.
As you browse Comics Plus, if you hover over a title, you will see options to
read (play button), add to shelf (plus button), or share the title. You can

select “more details” for further information about the title.

If you read the title without adding it to your shelf, you may have to search for
it later on. Clicking the play button will open the book immediately for reading!



Entertainment
CreativeBug

CreativeBug offers thousands of online art and craft classes.
You can start and stop projects at your own pace. 
You can save classes, complete daily practice activities,
attend live events, or access additional resources like
specific crafting blogs or collections.
Please note that as of April 2025, the future of CreativeBug is
uncertain, as it was owned by JoAnn Fabrics, which has
closed down. As of right now, we are unsure if it will be
purchased by a separate company or permanently shut
down.



This is what CreativeBug’s home page looks like.

You can choose from
options along the top bar
(classes, daily practice,
etc.) or you can explore,
view previous classes, or
look for inspiration (public
photos uploaded by other

CreativeBug users).



This is what CreativeBug’s “classes’ page looks like.

You can browse classes by
filtering or sorting your

results (right hand side), or
you can select a category
at the top (yarn crafts,

sewing, paper, etc.)

The thumbnails for each
video will tell you how long
it is. You can click the play
button or the title to view
more information and/or to
start the class (see next

slide).



This is what an individual class page looks like.

You will see the class title and ratings at the top. Over here is the difficulty level of
the class, the total length of the

videos in the class, and the
different videos included in the

class.

You can add classes to your
watchlist for later. “Get Started” will provide basic instructions and

materials you’ll need. Gallery will show photos of
the project. Resources will provide transcripts,

pdfs, and additional info if available.



Entertainment
Freegal Music

Freegal is a free and legal (free + legal= Freegal! Get it?)
music downloading service. You can download songs and
keep them forever with your library card!
There are over 18 million songs on Freegal, and the platform is
constantly adding more.
You cannot request songs/albums to be added to Freegal. It
works similarly to Hoopla - we subscribe, everyone gets the
same content.
Freegal has a mobile app, or you can access via desktop.
You will need your library card and PIN to access Freegal.



This is what Freegal’s home page looks like.
You will see your remaining downloads/streaming time at the top.



To play a song on Freegal, you can click on the title or hit play.
You can select the heart icon next to a song or album to

“favorite’ it for easy access. You can select the icon with the
lines and start to add a song/album that hasn’t been released yet

to add it to your ‘wishlist.’ 

If you select the third icon with the three lines, you can add a
song or album to a playlist. You can make unlimited playlists. 

For more options when selecting a song or album, click on the title
of the song/album and you will see more info (see next slide).



Downloading a Song or Album on Freegal
After clicking on the title of the song or album you wish to download,

select the download icon. It will download to your device in .mp3 format.

If you are downloading an album but only want certain songs from
it, you can utilize the “select” box(es) next to each song, select
the songs you wish to download, then download them as a group.



Entertainment
Hoopla

Hoopla offers audiobooks, ebooks, comics, movies, TV,
magazines, and music, free with your library card. Hoopla can
be synced across devices and accessed via your
smartphone, computer, tablet, or smart TV. HTPL patrons can
have up to 5 items per month with Hoopla, and returning an
item early will not free up space for another item.
You can find more information on Hoopla on our website
under Services →  eBooks & Digital Entertainment OR visit our
old Tech Time presentation under the Adults → Tech Time tab.



Entertainment
Kanopy

Kanopy is a streaming app that provides free access to
popular classic movies (including some from the Criterion
Collection), independent films, and documentaries. 
HTPL patrons can borrow 10 titles per month to stream for free
(3 day check out).
The app’s design is very similar to Netflix - you select a film,
and it will pull up a screen with play/pause and fast forward
buttons, etc.
More information on Kanopy can be found on our website
under Services → eBooks & Digital Entertainment OR visit our
old Tech Time presentation under the Adults → Tech Time tab.



Entertainment
Libby

Libby is an app that allows you to borrow free ebooks,
audiobooks, and magazines from your local library. It works
similarly to an in-person library in the sense that librarians
purchase titles monthly for digital use, and you can place
holds if the items are checked out. HTPL patrons can have
up to 10 items at a time on Libby.
You can find more information on Libby on our website
under Services →  eBooks & Digital Entertainment OR visit
our old Tech Time presentation under the Adults → Tech
Time tab.



Entertainment
Scholastic BookFlix

BookFlix is an early literacy resource where you can access
fiction and nonfiction ebooks for kids ages preK to 3  grade.rd

These titles are thematically paired and designed to bridge
learning-to-read and reading-to-learn. They include
animated storybooks and activities for early learners and
even feature some well-known celebrity narrators. 
You will need our library ID to access BookFlix. The
username is read101 and the password is read (this is on
our website).
Only available as a web resource. Does not have an app.



This is what the BookFlix home page looks like.

You can select a category to
browse titles, or you can
search for specific books.



This is what a title page looks like on BookFlix.

Use the side bar to participate in
activities or view the story.



News
Newsbank, The Detroit News, Macomb Daily,

 USA Today



News
NewsBank

NewsBank provides access to thousands of newspaper
titles, including current and past issues of local titles like
Macomb Daily and The Detroit News. NewsBank has
been established for over 50 years.
You will need your library card and PIN to use NewsBank
(as well as our other news databases).
Must be accessed via web browser. Desktop has the
best formatting, but mobile shouldn’t have any major
issues.



This is what the NewsBank home page looks like.

You can select a category to
browse titles, or you can

search for specific keywords.



This is what a search result looks like on NewsBank.

You can scroll
through results or
use the filters on
the left hand side

to eliminate
unwanted results.

Click on a title to
view the document.

It will open a
reader, with

options to
download, print,

etc. 



News
The Detroit News, Macomb Daily, and USA Today

The Detroit News, Macomb Daily, and USA Today are all
provided through Newsbank. You can access their
collections directly from our website for easy browsing,
or you can do your own searching through Newsbank.
All three newspapers can be read in full text or full image
format.
You can browse issues by date or read the latest issue.
You can also manually search for keywords (events,
names, etc.)



This is where you can easily browse local news.



This is what clicking a local news name looks like. 

You can search for
names/events/topics, view
the most recent issues, or

browse by date.

This format will look the
same for USA Today,
Macomb Daily, etc.



Other Information
Again, tutorials can be found by going to htlibrary.org,
navigating to the “services” tab, then selecting “eBooks,
Digital Entertainment, and Databases.” 
Past Tech Time presentations can be found by going to
htlibrary.org, navigating to the “adults” tab, then
selecting “Tech Time.”
Libby help: help.libbyapp.com
Hoopla help: hoopladigital.com/faq
Kanopy help: help.kanopy.com
Comics Plus help: comicsplusapp.com/about/faqs
Freegal help: freegalmusic.com/faq
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