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Booking a 

Vacation



Things  to  Consider...
Your personal preferences for technology

The easiest way to browse travel websites is
by using a desktop or laptop computer.

Your budget
It will help to write down how much you are
looking to spend on lodging, airfare/gas/train
fees, extra expenses, etc. before you start
browsing the internet.

Ways you prefer to travel/how far you’re going
How much do you need to pack? Will you
need to look into checking luggage, using a
rental car, extra amenities, etc?



Where  to  Begin
After deciding where you’d like to travel to,
consider starting with your method of
transportation

If flying, start by looking into flights
If driving, start by planning routes
If taking the train, start with the train’s website
If going on a cruise, start with the cruise’s website

Start to brainstorm where you’re going to stay
Is there a particular area you want to be close
to?
If you’re far away from intended destinations, will
you need another method of transportation?
Would you prefer a hotel or an AirBnb?



Booking  a  Flight 
Searching for flights

Google Flights (google.com/travel/flights)
Skyscanner (skyscanner.com)
Kayak (kayak.com)
Hopper (hopper.com)

Browse by lowest price
Use the calendar to see which dates have lowest
prices

Consider using incognito mode
Your data may be saved to show increased
demand, leading to higher prices 

Book directly through airline
Easier to get refunds and additional help
Be sure to pay attention to luggage and seat info



google.com/travel/flights



google.com/travel/flights



google.com/travel/flights

Your options will be
summarized here, but

you’ll be taken directly to
the airline’s website to

book.



Websites/apps like
Hopper.com will show

you a color-coded
calendar, signifying the

trends in flight prices
rising/lowering.



Resources  for  Driving
Google Maps (google.com/maps)

Allows you to get directions, browse map for
nearby hotels, restaurants, etc.
Can be used as a GPS or walking guide

Roadtrippers.com
A route planner where you can build an
itinerary, add/browse popular attractions or
stops, etc.

Car rental services
Hotwire
Priceline
Autoslash

Calculate the cost of your road trip
shareyourride.net/roadtrip



google.com/maps



Clicking on filters at the
top will allow you to browse

nearby  restaurants,
hotels, etc.



You can also use the
search tool to type the

name or address of
your destination. Click

“directions” to plan a
route from a specific

location.



Clicking “options” will
allow you to adjust your
route (avoid highways,

construction, etc.)

You can also change your
method of transportation

at the top.

Starting point



Your Smartphone’s GPS
Your smartphone has some kind of Map-related app included on the device

iPhones: Apple Maps
Androids: Typically Google Maps 

If you have a car with bluetooth capabilities, you can use your phone as a
GPS

Some cars also have subscription-based GPS apps available 

Both Apple Maps and Google Maps allow you
to browse nearby restaurants, hotels, etc. and
view reviews, operating hours, and other
information.

You can also adjust your route to avoid
highways, construction, and more.

These apps also work well for planning walking
routes.



Resources  for  Train  Transportation
Amtrak

Michigan has several Amtrak stations located
throughout the state. Nearest to Harrison
Township are the Troy, Pontiac, Royal Oak,
and Detroit stops. 
Downloading the app will allow you to browse,
purchase, and view your train tickets.



amtrak.com





Resources  for  Cruises
Book early (6 months to a year in advance)

Website cruisecritic.com can sort cruises by
popularity as well as region, days at sea, and
price.
Browse cheap prices using websites like
vacationstogo.com.
Use the direct cruise line websites to find full
details and to book.

Book accommodations if needed
specialneedsatsea.com 



How to Apply for a Passport
Make sure to follow
the photo instructions.
Passport photos can
be taken at CVS,
Walgreens, the Post
Office, or your local
township office.

Passport applications
can take weeks to
process so do not
apply or renew at the
last minute. It is best
to appy a head of
time.

U.S. passports are
generally valid for 10
years for adults (age
16 and older) and 5
years for children
(under age 16).



How to Apply for a Passport
The Harrison Township Clerk's
Office is a Passport Application
Acceptance Facility. Go to their
website to make an
appointment and see a list of
items to bring with you to your
appointment.

https://www.harrisontownshipmi
.gov/departments/clerk/passpo
rts.php



Using  Rideshare  Apps 
A rideshare app is a mobile application that connects
passengers with drivers using personal vehicles for
on-demand transportation. These platforms allow
users to request rides, track driver locations in real-
time, and pay automatically through the app.

Uber
Lyft



Building  an  Itinerary
Browsing things to do

Utilize social media!
Facebook, Tiktok, Instagram, YouTube

LonelyPlanet.com (they also publish books!)
Atlasobscura.com
Tripadvisor.com to plan various activities,
hotels, etc.
Utilize Yelp and Google Reviews to browse
honest reviews of stores, restaurants, etc.

Take notes
Utilize your phone’s notes app, Microsoft Word
or Excel, Google Docs, etc.



Yelp and Google Reviews

Type in the business at the top of the page. A
map will appear on the right had side. Scrolling
down the page, there will be a list of search
results. The left side of the page will have filters
if you want to narrow down your search.



Yelp and Google Reviews

Type in the name of the business or
restaurant into the google search bar.
The next page to pop up will have the
businesses’ information and a quick
view of their information. Click on
“Reviews” to see what people have said. 

Scrolling down on
the seach page
will give you
additional
information about
the business or
restaurant such as
“Events”, “Popular
times of activities”,
and “Reviews”

Hours and time of
operation, address,
phone number, and
website



docs.google.com  and  word.cloud.microsoft/en-us     



Booking  a  Hotel
Consider booking at least 2 weeks before your
stay, if not further in advance
Searching for hotels

Google Travel
Kayak
Booking.com

Be wary of rushed discounts
“50 people booked in the last hour” or “only
one available” are often misleading tactics to
pressure you into booking.

Try to book directly through the hotel’s website



Using  Vacation  Rental  Services
Airbnb (airbnb.com)
VRBO (vrbo.com)
Be careful browsing listings

Hidden fees are common. Make sure to read
every rule listed by the host. These will make
your total go up significantly.
Look closely at the listing’s photos and
examine the reviews. Ensure the host is
reputable and has hosted many people
before.
Check the cancellation policy.



airbnb.com  homepage



Translation  Apps  and  Resources
Google Translate: translate.google.com

249 languages available, offline use, voice-to-
text

Apple Translate (an app for iPhone/iPad users only)
iTranslate (app for Android and iPhone, free but has
paid upgrades)
DuoLingo (app for learning languages)
Transparent Language (database available with
your HTPL card for free! Language learning with
interactive exercises and more)



Other  Tips  and  Tricks
Sign up for newsletters or loyalty programs
through various hotels, airlines, etc. 
Technology aside - remember to check out the
travel section at the library!

Check out the 910s - 940s in nonfiction
Lonely Planet, Rick Steves, Fodor’s Travel,
Frommer’s Guides, and DK Eyewitness Travel
Guides are some of the most popular and
comprehensive series.



Need More Help?
Consumer Reports “DIY Vacation Planning”:

www.consumerreports.org/money/vacations/do-it-yourself-travel-
planning-guide-a8341134415/

60 Travel Booking Tips: www.checkbook.org/national/60-travel-booking-
tips/

 www.harrisontownshipmi.gov/departments/clerk/passports.php
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