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Here are some ideas for our 2024 book group selections, suggested by our book group
members.  We will vote for our next titles at our November meeting.  

Remarkably Bright Creatures by Shelby Van Pelt (2022)

After Tova Sullivan’s husband died, she began working the
night shift at the Sowell Bay Aquarium, mopping floors and
tidying up. Keeping busy has always helped her cope, which
she’s been doing since her eighteen-year-old son, Erik,
mysteriously vanished on a boat in Puget Sound over thirty
years ago.

Tova becomes acquainted with curmudgeonly Marcellus, a giant
Pacific octopus living at the aquarium. Marcellus knows more
than anyone can imagine but wouldn’t dream of lifting one of
his eight arms for his human captors—until he forms a
remarkable friendship with Tova. Ever the detective, Marcellus
deduces what happened the night Tova’s son disappeared. 

Ideas from our Members

The Wager: A Tale of Shipwreck, Mutiny and Murder by David
Grann (2023)

From the author of Killers of the Flower Moon, a page-turning
story of shipwreck, survival, mutiny, and savagery.  This is the
tale of his is Majesty’s Ship the Wager, a British vessel that left
England in 1740 on a secret mission during an imperial war with
Spain. While the Wager had been foolishly chasing a Spanish
treasure-filled galleon known as “the prize of all the oceans,” it
wrecked on a desolate island. On the island, the crew fall into
anarchy, with warring factions fighting over the limited
resources, working against one another as they plan to build a
seaworthy vessel and plot a course off the island

Fairy Tale Interrupted by Rosmarie Terenzo (2012)

From the moment RoseMarie Terenzio unleashed her Italian
temper on the entitled nuisance commandeering her office in a
downtown New York PR firm, an unlikely friendship bloomed
between the blue-collar girl from the Bronx and John F.
Kennedy Jr.



Where the Heart is by Billie Letts (1998)
A funny thing happens to Novalee Nation on her way to
Bakersfield, California. Her ne'er-do-well boyfriend, Willie Jack
Pickens, abandons her in an Oklahoma Wal-Mart and takes off
on his own, leaving her with just 10 dollars and the clothes on
her back. Not that hard luck is anything new to Novalee, who
is "seventeen, seven months pregnant, thirty-seven pounds
overweight--and superstitious about sevens.... For most
people, sevens were lucky. But not for her," Billie Letts writes.
"She'd had a bad history with them, starting with her seventh
birthday, the day Momma Nell ran away with a baseball
umpire named Fred..."  An Oprah book club pick in 1998.

 

That Month in Tuscany by Inglath Cooper (2016)

That Month in Tuscany . . .Ren Sawyer and Lizzy Harper live
completely different lives. He’s a rock star with a secret he can no
longer live with. She’s a regular person whose husband stood her
up for a long planned anniversary trip. On a flight across the
Atlantic headed for Italy, a drunken pity party and untimely
turbulence literally drop Lizzy into Ren’s lap. It is the last thing she
can imagine ever happening to someone like her. But despite their
surface differences, they discover an undeniable pull between them.
A pull that leads them both to remember who they had once been
before letting themselves be changed by a life they had each
chosen. Exploring the streets of Florence and the hills of Tuscany
together - two people with seemingly nothing in common - changes
them both forever. 

Saving CeeCee Honeycutt: A Novel by Beth Hoffman (2010)

Twelve-year-old CeeCee Honeycutt is in trouble. For years, she
has been the caretaker of her mother, Camille, the town’s tiara-
wearing, lipstick-smeared laughingstock, a woman who is
trapped in her long-ago moment of glory as the 1951 Vidalia
Onion Queen of Georgia.  When tragedy strikes, Tootie
Caldwell, CeeCee’s long-lost great-aunt, comes to the rescue
and whisks her away to Savannah. There, CeeCee is catapulted
into a perfumed world of prosperity and Southern eccentricity—
one that appears to be run entirely by strong, wacky women.

Fairy Tale Interrupted by Rosmarie Terenzo (2012)

Recalling the adventure of working as his executive assistant for five years, RoseMarie
portrays the man behind the icon—patient, protective, surprisingly goofy, occasionally
thoughtless and self-involved, yet capable of extraordinary generosity and kindness. 
 



The Woman They Could Not Silence by Kate Moore (2022)

Discover the powerful and untold true story of resilience,
advocacy, and the fight for women's rights in The Woman
They Could Not Silence by acclaimed author Kate Moore. 

In the mid-19th century, Elizabeth Packard found herself
trapped in an unjust world, silenced by a society that deemed
her opinions and intellect unworthy. Braving the confines of
an oppressive mental asylum, Elizabeth defied all odds as she
fought for her freedom and the rights of countless other
women confined against their will. 

 
Whalefall by Daniel Kraus

A scientifically accurate thriller about a scuba diver who’s
been swallowed by an eighty-foot, sixty-ton sperm whale and
has only one hour to escape before his oxygen runs out.

The dive begins well enough, but the sudden appearance of a
giant squid puts Jay in very real jeopardy, made infinitely
worse by the arrival of a sperm whale looking to feed.
Suddenly, Jay is caught in the squid’s tentacles and drawn
into the whale’s mouth where he is pulled into the first of its
four stomachs. He quickly realizes he has only one hour
before his oxygen tanks run out—one hour to defeat his
demons and escape the belly of a whale. 

How to Know a Person by David Brooks (2023)

There is one skill that lies at the heart of any healthy person,
family, school, community organization, or society: the ability
to see someone else deeply and make them feel seen—to
accurately know another person, to let them feel valued,
heard, and understood.

Driven by his trademark sense of curiosity and his
determination to grow as a person, Brooks draws from the
fields of psychology and neuroscience and from the worlds of
theater, philosophy, history, and education to present a
welcoming, hopeful, integrated approach to human
connection
 


